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Financial SUMMARY

A message from 
the president

Rena Upitis

Rena Upitis, President 
Helen Turnbull, Secretary-Treasurer 
Justin Connidis, Director
Gerald Dimnik, Director
Holly Ogden, Director
Lawrence Scanlan, Director

board of
directors

STAFF
Monica Capovilla, Program Director
Leah Mighton, Project Coordinator 
Jess Pelow, Project Coordinator

REVENUE
Total: $196,797
 

EXPENDITURES
Total: $178,736

 

We've had an extraordinary year. We held our 5th Annual
Land Art BioBlitz in the spring and we welcomed over 2,000
workshop participants over the five-day event. Then, just a
week later, 6,000 bees arrived to our newly established bee
yard, electric fence and all (bears, what bears?), and by the
end of the summer, we had 100,000 bees. Absolutely
amazing! And to cap it all off, The House the Spirit Builds, a
book of poems and photographs featuring Wintergreen, was
launched at Kingston WritersFest in September. You can
pick up a copy next time you're at Wintergreen! 

Thank you for introducing us to the Simple
Abundance workshop series. Living
sustainably is extremely important to me
and I will definitely be implementing these
activities in my future teaching.

- Teacher Candidate
Queen's University BEd

Environmental Education



activity report

Our 5th Annual Land Art BioBlitz was another
event for the books. We were able to offer
workshops to 6 schools and 15 different
classes/groups, with the generous support from
our funders and volunteers. This year's
workshop roster included drumming and mindful
play, wild foraging, herpetology, and guided
forest hikes. This 5-day event encouraged
participants to slow down and meaningfully
connect with the more-than-human world. 

PROJECT
BEE

532532 Species identified

2,0072,007 Workshop participants

8686 Workshops offered

It was the beginning of something beautiful—and sweet! In May 2019, we built the 9th
Meadow Apiary, 3 buzzing hives, and officially launched Project Bee, a 4-part workshop
series to educate the community about the impact of pollinators, enhance local bee
populations, and offer a sanctuary for honey bees at Wintergreen.
 
Project Bee wouldn't be possible without the instruction of Alex Pedersen and support
from the Limestone Beekeepers' Guild. We are also grateful to the Community
Foundation for Kingston and Area for the funding that launched this project.
 

highlights from 20     /20    18 19

land art bioblitz 2019

- Student, Grade 4/5
Rideau Vista Public School

I felt calm because the nature was
beautiful. Thanks, I needed that. 
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What is wintergreen?
bringing balance back

Wintergreen Studios is a year-round, off-grid, wilderness retreat centre, located
on 204 acres in the Frontenac Arch Biosphere Reserve. We offer retreat facilities
for groups and individuals looking to get away, as well as a wide variety of
programming encompassing three sectors: education, culture, and the
environment. Workshop topics range from poetry writing and painting to
Indigenous teachings and drumming, as well as community events on renewable
energy, species identification, and local biodiversity. Guests learn new skills,
engage in mindful living, and return home feeling renewed and refreshed.


